
Solving Puzzle Caches
The Not-So-Definitive Guide



Puzzle Caches - The Rules
● The posted coordinates are usually bogus coordinates

● Must solve a puzzle on the cache page to get the coordinates

● All clues needed to solve the puzzle must be on the cache page

● All the information to solve the puzzle must be publicly available

● The final cannot be more than 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the posted 
coordinates



Posted Coordinates
● The posted coordinates are usually bogus coordinates



Posted Coordinates
● The posted coordinates are usually bogus coordinates

● There is no soup at this location...



Posted Coordinates
● The posted coordinates are usually bogus coordinates

● The final cannot be more than 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the posted 
coordinates

● This already gives us much of the final coordinates



Example Posted Coordinates
● E.g.  S 27° 19.088 E 153° 02.282

● 2 miles 
North: S27° 17.345' E153° 02.282'
South: S27° 20.831' E153° 02.282'
East: S27° 19.088' E153° 04.233'
West:  S27° 19.088' E153° 00.331'

● S27 [17-20].???  E153 0[0-4].???



Example - GC88Q0X



Example - GC88Q0X
● This is probably some sort of code…  but I could not find it!

● Lets see what we can do without knowing!

● 15 symbols long

● S ?? ??.???  E ??? ??.???



Example - GC88Q0X
● S ?? ??.???  E ??? ??.???

● From the placed coordinates we can assume:
S 37 3?.???  E 140 [1,2]?.???

● Fill in known numbers:
S 37 34.4??  E140 21.??4



Example - GC88Q0X
● S 37 34.4??  E140 21.??4

● What numbers are left?   5, 6, 8, 9
● Down to 24 possibilities!



Example - GC88Q0X
● S 37 34.4??  E140 21.??4

● What numbers are left?   5, 6, 8, 9
● Down to 24 possibilities!

● Look at the arrows for 3 & 4
● What can we assume for two of the remaining symbols?
● Down to four possibilities!   Time for some guessing...



Where To Find Clues
● All clues needed to solve the puzzle must be on the cache page

● Some are obvious, some are not…



Most Puzzle Clues are Obvious
● For lower difficulty puzzles (and many high difficulty ones), the clue is obvious.

● What to do with the clue may be less obvious...



Most Puzzle Clues Are Obvious



Most Puzzle Clues Are Obvious



Most Puzzle Clues Are Obvious



Other Puzzle Clues Are Less Obvious...
● Where to look if there is no obvious clue?

● What parts of the geocaching page does the submitter control?
Cache description (including images, hint)
Owner Name
Background image
Attributes
Inventory



Other Puzzle Clues Are Less Obvious...
● The cache description can hide text



Other Puzzle Clues Are Less Obvious...
● The cache description can hide text



Other Puzzle Clues Are Less Obvious...
● Can have “comments” in a listing’s source code

● View source (“Ctrl + U” on a web browser) and look for “UserSuppliedContent”



Other Puzzle Clues Are Less Obvious...
● Clues hidden in images (including background images…)

● EXIF
● Steganography

● Do a reverse image search in Google.  Has the image been edited?
● Online Tools for Comparing Images (https://online-image-comparison.com/) 

https://online-image-comparison.com/


Know Your Puzzle Solving Tools
● Geocaching Toolbox  (www.geocachingtoolbox.com)

● One stop shop for many puzzles!

● Coordinate conversion, projection, notation, intersection of circles, …
● Text analysis and conversions, digital root, …
● Encryptions and cyphers
● Many, many code tables
● Image tools

http://www.geocachingtoolbox.com


Example - GC6474Q



Example - GC6AEDD



Know Your Puzzle Solving Tools
● Other useful sites

● Multi Decoder  (http://fbcs.bplaced.net/multi_encoder_decoder.html)
● dCode (https://www.dcode.fr/)
● Cipher Identifier (https://www.boxentriq.com/code-breaking/cipher-identifier)
● Geocaching Code Book (https://geoleaks.com/gccodebook-v2-0-h.pdf)
● Red Luth Riddle Tools (http://luthorien.altervista.org/Tools/)  
● ….

http://fbcs.bplaced.net/multi_encoder_decoder.html
https://www.dcode.fr/
https://www.boxentriq.com/code-breaking/cipher-identifier
https://geoleaks.com/gccodebook-v2-0-h.pdf
http://luthorien.altervista.org/Tools/


Example - GC64754



Example - GC64747



Big Walls of Text
Sometimes the cache listing just has a big wall of text?

How to approach these?  



Big Walls of Text
Sometimes the cache listing just has a big wall of text?

How to approach these?

PANIC!



Example - GC2E4CA



Big Walls of Text
Sometimes the cache listing just has a big wall of text?

How to approach these?

● Look for hidden text or numbers
● Are there words that could be converted into numbers?

      - Hardness scale
      - Wind scale

● Does the text read strangely?  



Example - GC9687F



Just Google It 
● If all else fails, try pasting the puzzle in Google

● Might find an easier variant on the puzzle elsewhere in the world

● Or...



Example - GC88PZD

● I have no idea what this is…
● Paste it into Google



Example - GC88PZD



Starting Your Puzzle Solving Journey
● Pick easy difficulty puzzles to start with

● Don’t worry if you can not solve a puzzle!  It will still be there when you 
improve your puzzle solving skills.

● Read the logs.  A naughty solver may have left a subtle hint…   Cache owners 
probably do not like people doing that!

● Ask the CO for a hint.  People want their caches found. (But do not expect a 
big hint for a D5 - they are supposed to be hard!)



Starting Your Puzzle Solving Journey
● Try some geoart!


